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How to Use This Document

Each entry identifies a specific factual claim made in the video, the source it is based on, where to
verify it, and any notes on confidence level. Claims are organized in the order they appear in the
video.

Verification levels:

¢ PRIMARY — Sourced from official Watchtower publications (magazines, books, brochures, the
New World Translation appendices), historical records of public Watchtower events (annual
meetings, conventions), or other government/regulatory records. Primary sources can stand on
their own.

« SECONDARY — Sourced from established advocacy or research resource sites, academic
researchers, or reputable journalism. Secondary sources support claims and are most defensible
when paired with a primary or another independent secondary.

SECTION 1: The 2025 Article That Started This Video

Claim: The Watchtower study article “Seek the City That Will Remain” was
published in the May 2025 study edition as Study Article 21, runs six pages,
contains eighteen paragraphs, and was studied in Kingdom Halls worldwide.

e Source: The Watchtower (Study Edition), May 2025, pp. 14-19, Study Article 21, “Seek the City
That Will Remain.”

e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/2025403

* Verification: PRIMARY — Direct publication on Watchtower's own Online Library.

Claim: The article uses a sustained analogy: first-century Christians fleeing
Jerusalem before the Romans destroyed it in 70 CE are presented as the model for
Jehovah's Witnesses today before the great tribulation. The article quotes
Hebrews chapter 13.

e Source: The Watchtower (Study Edition), May 2025, pp. 14-19, paragraphs 1-18.

e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/2025403
¢ Verification: PRIMARY — Direct read of the article itself.

Claim: The word “1914” does not appear anywhere in the May 2025 article — not
in any of the six pages or eighteen paragraphs.

e Source: The Watchtower (Study Edition), May 2025, pp. 14-19.
e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/2025403

* Verification: PRIMARY — Direct read of the article and confirmed via Watchtower Online Library's
paragraph-level search for “1914” in 2025 publications.

* Note: The article's closest reference to dating the present era is in paragraph 7: “the end of this
present system of things in the ‘great tribulation.””
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Claim: Paragraph 18 of the May 2025 article contains the sentence: “We do not
know exactly how future events will unfold.”

e Source: The Watchtower (Study Edition), May 2025, p. 19, paragraph 18.
e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/2025403
« Verification: PRIMARY — Direct quote from the article.
* Key quote:
“We do not know exactly how future events will unfold.”

SECTION 2: The 1914 Doctrine Itself

Claim: Watchtower teaches that in October of 1914, Jesus Christ was enthroned as
king in heaven, invisibly, and that this enthronement marked the beginning of
“the last days,” the beginning of Christ's invisible presence, the moment Satan
was hurled down to the earth, and the start of the generation that would not pass
away before the end came.

e Source: jw.org reference article, “1914 — A Significant Year in Bible Prophecy.”

* URL: https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/questions/1914/
* Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own current public-facing summary of the doctrine.

Claim: Watchtower teaches that Christ chose Jehovah's Witnesses in 1919 as his
“faithful and discreet slave” specifically because they had been preaching the
date 1914 in advance.

e Source: The Watchtower, July 15, 2013 (Study Edition), ““Who Really Is the Faithful and Discreet
Slave?’” pp. 20-25; reinforced in subsequent publications.
e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/2013527

* Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own publication establishing the 1919 appointment
doctrine.

Claim: Charles Taze Russell preached the date 1914 from the 1870s onward.

e Source: C. T. Russell, Bible Examiner, October 1876; The Three Worlds and the Harvest of This
World (1877); Studies in the Scriptures, Volume II: The Time Is at Hand (1888), Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society.

e URL: https://www.jw.org/en/jehovahs-witnesses/history/1914/

* Verification: PRIMARY — Both Russell's own publications and Watchtower's modern historical
summary confirm the 1870s origin of the 1914 prediction.

Claim: Joseph Rutherford, who succeeded Russell as president of the Watch Tower
Bible and Tract Society, renamed the Bible Students as “Jehovah's Witnesses” in
1931 and built the doctrinal scaffolding around 1914 through the 1920s and
1930s.

e Source: Jehovah's Witnesses — Proclaimers of God's Kingdom (Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society, 1993), pp. 82-83, 150-156.

e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/1101993145
* Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own official history confirms both the date (July 26, 1931,
Columbus, Ohio convention) and Rutherford's role in shaping the doctrine.
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Claim: The October 8, 1968 Awake! magazine promised that the system would not
survive past the generation alive in 1914.
e Source: Awake!, October 8, 1968, “What Will the 1970s Bring?” pp. 13-14.
e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/101968724
* Verification: PRIMARY — Direct quote from the article in Watchtower's own publication.
* Key quote:
“lesus was obviously speaking about those who were old enough to witness with
understanding what took place when the ‘last days’ began. Even if we presume that
youngsters 15 years of age would be perceptive enough to realize the import of what
happened in 1914, it would still make the youngest of ‘this generation’ nearly 70 years old
today... Jesus said that the end of this wicked world would come before that generation
passed away in death.”

SECTION 3: The Decline of 1914 Mentions, by Decade

Claim: A researcher at ad1914.wordpress.com tabulated paragraph-level
occurrences of “1914” in The Watchtower magazine from the 1950s through the
2000s using the Watchtower Library CD-ROM. The methodology controls for
coincidental year references by comparing the counts against 1913 and 1915.

e Source: ad1914.wordpress.com/chronology, “The Decline in Watchtower Use of 1914.”
e URL: https://ad1914.wordpress.com/chronology/

* Verification: SECONDARY — Independent research using Watchtower's own published corpus as
the underlying primary data. The methodology is reproducible.

Claim: In the 1950s, “1914” appeared in the paragraphs of The Watchtower 891
times. In the 1960s, 867 times. In the 1970s, 583 times (a 34% drop from
baseline). In the 1980s, 802 times (driven largely by a defensive spike in 1984). In
the 1990s, 481 times (46% below baseline). In the 2000s, 216 times (76% below
baseline).

e Source: ad1914.wordpress.com/chronology, “The Decline in Watchtower Use of 1914.”

e URL: https://ad1914.wordpress.com/chronology/
* Verification: SECONDARY — Tabulated from the Watchtower Library CD-ROM (Watchtower's
official publication corpus). Reproducible using Watchtower's own published material.

Claim: Using the same methodology on the current Watchtower Online Library
(wol.jw.org), the 2010s contained 223 paragraph-level mentions of “1914” (75%
below the 1950s baseline). The spike year in this decade was 2014, the 100-year
anniversary of the doctrine.

e Source: Watchtower Online Library, paragraph-level search for “1914"” in The Watchtower from
January 2010 through December 2019.

* Verification: PRIMARY — Direct query on Watchtower's official online library, which is the canonical
searchable corpus of their publications.
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Claim: The 2020s, through May 2026, contain 42 paragraph-level mentions of
“1914” in The Watchtower. At that rate, the decade is on track for roughly 65-70
total mentions — a 92% reduction from the 1950s baseline.

e Source: Watchtower Online Library, paragraph-level search for “1914"” in The Watchtower from
January 2020 through May 2026.

* Verification: PRIMARY — Direct query on Watchtower's official online library.

Claim: The May 15, 1984 Watchtower cover article was titled “1914 — The
Generation That Will Not Pass Away” and featured photographs of 16 elderly
Bethel workers as visible proof that members of the 1914 generation were still
alive. All 16 of those individuals are now deceased.

e Source: The Watchtower, May 15, 1984, pp. 4-7.

e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/1984361
* Verification: PRIMARY — Direct primary source from Watchtower's own publication.

Claim: In 2018, the Watchtower study edition mentioned “1914” zero times across
the entire calendar year. The public edition mentioned it once, in “Prophecies That
Have Come True” (wpl8 No. 2, pp. 6-7), as a historical marker for the number of
people killed in war — not as a doctrinal claim.

e Source: Watchtower Online Library, year-bounded paragraph-level search for “1914” in The
Watchtower study and public editions for 2018.

:%5B%5D=2018

* Verification: PRIMARY — Direct query on Watchtower's official online library.

SECTION 4: The Doctrinal Walkbacks

Claim: In 1969, Watchtower stopped teaching that the great tribulation began in
1914 with World War I, having previously taught for decades that it had begun in
1914 and was “cut short” in 1918.

e Source: See Awake!, October 8, 1968, p. 21; subsequent shift documented in The Watchtower,
July 15, 1969, and elsewhere; summarized in Jehovah's Witnesses — Proclaimers of God's Kingdom,
p. 632.

e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/1101993145

* Verification: PRIMARY — The doctrinal change is reflected in Watchtower's own subsequent
publications.

Claim: In 1995, Watchtower redefined the “generation” of 1914 from the literal
lifespan of people alive in that year to a non-literal “wickedness of a generation.”
e Source: The Watchtower, November 1, 1995, “A Time to Keep Awake,” pp. 11-19.
e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/1995801

* Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own publication formally articulating the doctrinal
redefinition.
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Claim: In 2008, Watchtower redefined the generation doctrine again, this time to a
concept of “overlapping anointed generations.”

e Source: The Watchtower, February 15, 2008, “Christ's Faithful Brothers,” pp. 21-25.

e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/2008126
* Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own publication formally introducing the redefinition.

Claim: In 2010, Watchtower tightened the overlapping-generations teaching to
two specific overlapping groups of anointed Christians.

* Source: The Watchtower, April 15, 2010, “Holy Spirit's Role in the Outworking of Jehovah's
Purpose,” pp. 3-10; the formulation was articulated by David Splane at the Annual Meeting and
reported in the June 15, 2010 Watchtower.

e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/2010282

e Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own publications formally articulating the doctrinal
redefinition.

Claim: In July 2013, the Watchtower Study Edition published an article that moved
three more events off of 1914: (1) the beginning of the great tribulation, (2) the
sheep-and-goats judgment, and (3) the appointment of the faithful slave “over all
his belongings.” All three had been taught for decades as 1914 events; after July
2013, all three became future events.

e Source: The Watchtower (Study Edition), July 15, 2013, “'Tell Us, When Will These Things Be?'” pp.

3-8, paragraph 12.

* URL: https://www.jw.org/en/library/maqgazines/w20130715/jesus-prophecy-last-days/

* Verification: PRIMARY — The article itself summarizes its own three doctrinal changes in

paragraph 12.

* Key quote:
“We first considered that the great tribulation did not begin in 1914 but will start when the
United Nations attacks Babylon the Great. Then, we reviewed why Jesus' judgment of the
sheep and the goats did not begin in 1914 but will occur during the great tribulation. Finally,
we examined why Jesus' arrival to appoint the faithful slave over all his belongings did not
occur in 1919 but will take place during the great tribulation.”

Claim: In the 2013 revised New World Translation, Appendix B1 (“Message of the
Bible”), Watchtower changed when Satan was cast out of heaven from the year
1914 to “About 1914.” No other date in the core chronology of this appendix
carries the “about” qualifier.

e Source: New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures (2013 revision), Appendix B1, “Message of

the Bible,” p. 1767.

e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/1001070112

* Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own published Bible translation. The same appendix uses

precise years (4026 BCE, 1943 BCE, 1070 BCE, 29 CE, 33 CE) for every other event; only 1914
carries “About.”
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Claim: In the July 2022 Watchtower study article “An Ancient Prophecy That
Affects You,” the “About 1914” language is reproduced in a timeline graphic of
last-days events.

e Source: The Watchtower (Study Edition), July 2022, “An Ancient Prophecy That Affects You.”

e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/2022485

* Verification: PRIMARY — Direct primary source from Watchtower's own publication.

SECTION 5: Watchtower's World War | Argument and the
Timing Problem

Claim: Watchtower teaches that Satan, in his rage at being cast down from
heaven, was responsible for the outbreak of World War I — specifically tying the
war to his anger from Revelation 12:12.

e Source: Awake!, February 2014, “The True Culprit Behind World War and Suffering.”

e URL: https://www.jw.org/en/library/magazines/wp20140201/world-war-and-suffering/

* Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own 2014 public-edition magazine explicitly making this

causal claim.

* Key quote:

“If Satan the Devil has so much power over the world, would it not be reasonable to conclude
that he played at least a part in the first world war and its aftermath? Sure enough, the book
of Revelation links Satan to the calamities the earth has suffered since 1914... Clearly, the
first world war triggered a time of affliction that has not abated. And the Bible reveals that
Satan was the one who, in a sense, pulled the trigger.”

Claim: The 1984 Watchtower article “What 1914 Could Mean to You” tied the
international turmoil since 1914 directly to Satan's anger from being cast down.
* Source: The Watchtower, 1984, “What 1914 Could Mean to You.”
* URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-€/1984321
* Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own publication.
* Key quote:
“Thus, the international turmoil that the earth has witnessed since 1914 is seen to be striking

evidence of ‘the conclusion of the system of things.’ It is proof of the anger Satan has because
he knows his time has nearly run out.”

Claim: The New World Translation rendering of Revelation 12:12 reads: “Woe for
the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great
anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”

e Source: New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures (2013 revision), Revelation 12:12.

* URL: https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/revelation/12/

* Verification: PRIMARY — Direct quote from Watchtower's own Bible translation.

* Key quote:

“Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great
anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”
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Claim: World War I began in late July and early August of 1914. Austria-Hungary
declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914; Germany declared war on Russia on
August 1 and on France on August 3; Britain entered the war on August 4. By
October 1914, multiple major battles had already been fought, including the First
Battle of the Marne (September 5-12, 1914) and the First Battle of the Aisne
(mid-September 1914), and trench warfare was setting in on the Western Front.

* Source: Encyclopaedia Britannica, “World War |I” entry; “First Battle of the Marne” entry; “First
Battle of the Aisne” entry.

e URL: https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I

* Verification: SECONDARY — Encyclopaedia Britannica is a reputable secondary source for
established historical facts. These dates are also documented in countless primary and academic
sources.

SECTION 6: The 2023 Splane Annual Meeting

Claim: At the 2023 Annual Meeting of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of
Pennsylvania, Governing Body member David Splane delivered a talk titled “Trust
in the Merciful Judge of All the Earth” that backed away from prophetic certainty
using the phrase “we cannot be dogmatic.” The talk's specific context was
resurrection of pre-Flood and other historical groups, but the broader pattern of
doctrinal retreat is the relevant observation.

e Source: 2023 Annual Meeting of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania,

October 7, 2023, David Splane, “Trust in the Merciful Judge of All the Earth.”

* URL: https://avoidjw.org/the-resurrection-of-the-unrighteous-are-jws-becoming-undogmatic

» Verification: SECONDARY — Reporting on Watchtower's public annual meeting from AvoidJW.org,
an established research and analysis resource for Watchtower documentation. The annual meeting
itself is a public event broadcast to the worldwide Jehovah's Withess audience.

Claim: David Splane has been a member of the Governing Body of Jehovah's
Withesses since October 2, 1999.

e Source: The Watchtower, January 15, 2000, p. 29.
e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/2000048

* Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own publication announcing the appointment.

SECTION 7: Additional Supporting Sources

Watchtower's current public summary of the 1914 doctrine

e Source: jw.org reference article, “1914 — A Significant Year in Bible Prophecy.”

e URL: https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/questions/1914/

* Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own current public-facing presentation of the doctrine.

* Contains: Watchtower's present-day articulation of why 1914 matters, including the October
enthronement claim, the “last days” framing, and the connection to Christ's invisible presence.

Watchtower's current public summary of the 1919 faithful slave appointment

e Source: The Watchtower (Study Edition), July 15, 2013, ““Who Really Is the Faithful and Discreet
Slave?’” pp. 20-25.
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e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/Ip-e/2013527

¢ Verification: PRIMARY — Watchtower's own definitive treatment of the doctrine.

e Contains: The current articulation of the “faithful and discreet slave” doctrine, including the 1919
appointment claim and the identification of the slave as the Governing Body.

Watchtower Online Library
e Source: Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, wol.jw.org.

e URL: https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/h/r1/Ip-e

e Verification: PRIMARY — The canonical, Watchtower-operated searchable archive of Watchtower
publications.

e Contains: The complete corpus of Watchtower magazines, books, brochures, and other
publications, fully searchable by paragraph. Anyone can reproduce the decade-by-decade analysis
presented in this video by running paragraph-level searches for “1914” on this site.
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